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To whom it may concern 
Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand (CA ANZ), CPA Australia and the Institute of Public 
Accountants (IPA) represent nearly 250,000 professional accountants in Australia. 

Our members have collectively made us aware that as part of your licensing requirements, it is common 
for you to request the accountant of your potential licensee to provide or sign an Accountant’s Letter, 
Declaration, or Certificate. 

It is our position that the provision of such a letter must be limited to factually verified information, with 
the written consent of the clients, such as prepared business financial statements, Business Activity 
Statements and completed Income Tax Assessments. The provision of any form of confirmation or 
opinion as to a client’s financial viability or statements as to any future income or expenses without 
carrying out a full audit would be in breach of APES 110 Code of Ethics and APES 210 Conformity with 
Audit and Assurance Standards which is an expensive and unnecessary exercise for most small to 
medium sized business entities. 

We have released joint guidance, resources and a template accountant’s letter that can be used in 
specific circumstances only. We advise our members to only use this template when appropriate and 
not use any document provided by any third parties. 

 
Yours sincerely 

  
 

 

         Ainslie van Onselen  Chris Freeland   Andrew Conway 
         Chief Executive Officer  Chief Executive Officer  Chief Executive Officer   
         Chartered Accountants  CPA Australia   Institute of Public Accountants  
         Australia and New Zealand  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://apesb.org.au/standards-guidance/apes-110-code-of-ethics/
https://apesb.org.au/standards-guidance/conformity-with-auditing-standards-apes-210/
https://apesb.org.au/standards-guidance/conformity-with-auditing-standards-apes-210/
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