
Your pathways to membership – find your starting point
Our inclusive pathways are designed to recognise prior education, on-the-job experience and membership with other 

professional bodies, supporting future members with different study and career journeys, and areas of expertise.

Management Accounting

Financial Accounting and Reporting

Business Finance

Foundations of Accounting

Accredited
Bachelor’s
Degree

This pathway includes all the courses that 
are already recognised as meeting our CPA 
Program’s academic entry requirements.

Non-Accredited
Bachelor’s
Degree

This pathway takes into account degrees 
that are comparable to the Australian 
bachelor's degree and that meet our CPA 
Program’s academic entry requirements.

Combined
Postgraduate
Degree

This pathway is for recognised post-graduate 
degrees which include an embedded CPA Program.

Executive 
Leadership 
Pathway

Experience-Based 
Pathway

This pathway is open to those with 5+ years of 
relevant experience in accounting and finance.

This pathway is open to those with 10+ years of 
relevant experience in accounting and finance, 
including 3+ years in a C-suite/executive 
accounting or finance management role.

This pathway is open to those with a Masters by 
research or PhD in accounting and finance, as 
well as 3+ years lecturing in relevant subject(s).

Accounting 
and Finance
Academics

Mutual 
Recognition 
Agreements

This pathway is for members of 7 different 
professional accounting bodies already recognised 
by CPA Australia. You’ll be offered Associate or CPA 
status if you’ve completed an equivalent qualifying 
program and are in good professional standing.

Other
Professional 
Bodies

This pathway is for members of professional 
accounting bodies that meet the requirements 
for recognition towards the CPA Program.

Membership 
Pathway 
Agreements

This pathway is for members of 9 different professional 
accounting bodies with established pathway 
agreements with CPA Australia. You’ll be offered 
Associate status if you’ve completed a qualifying 
program and are in good professional standing.

CONGRATULATIONS!
NOW YOU’RE AN ASSOCIATE 
MEMBER OR CPA

Professional Membership
If you’re already a member of another professional 
body, these are the streamlined pathways for you.

Experience
Got on-the-job experience on top of a recognised 
degree? These pathways are open to you.

Foundation Exams
Depending on your pathway, you may 
need to complete some foundation exams. 
These will ensure you’re set up to succeed 
when you start the CPA Program.

Education
If you’ve achieved a higher education degree, these 
pathways help open the door to CPA membership.




